BOSWELL'S LIFE OF JOHNSON
great comfort to Johnson. But he fairly told Taylor that he
could not, in conscience, suffer him to enter where he knew
he could not have an able tutor. He then made inquiry all
round the University, and having found that Mr [the Rev.
Edmund] Bateman, of Christ Church, was the tutor of
highest reputation, Taylor was entered of that College. Mr
Bateman's lectures were so excellent, that Johnson used to
come and get them at second-hand from Taylor, till his
poverty being so extreme that his shoes were worn out, and
his feet appeared through them, he saw that this humiliating
circumstance was perceived by the Christ Church men, and
he came no more. He was too proud to accept of money, and
somebody [William Vyse] having set a pair of new shoes at
his door, he threw them away with indignation.
His debts in College, though not great, were increasing;
and his scanty remittances from Lichfield, which had all
along been made with great difficulty,' could be supplied no
longer, his father having fallen into a state of insolvency.
Compelled, therefore, by irresistible necessity, he left the
College in autumn, 1731, without a degree, having been a
member of it little more than three years.
And now (I had almost said poor] Samuel Johnson re-
turned to his native city, destitute, and not knowing how he
should gain even a decent livelihood. His father's misfor-
tunes in trade rendered him unable to support his son; and
for some time there appeared no means by which he could
maintain himself. In the December of this year his father
died.
In the forlorn state of his circumstances, he accepted of an
offer to be employed as usher in the school of Market-
Bosworth, in Leicestershire, to which it appears, from one
of his little fragments of a diary, that he went on foot, on the
16th of July.
This employment was very irksome to him in every
respect, and he complained grievously of it in his letters to
his friend Mr Hector1, who was now settled as a surgeon at
Birmingham. His general aversion to this painful drudgery
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